
Fareham Philharmonic Choir 
Information for new members, March 2022 

 
Background 
 
Eugene Spinney founded Fareham Philharmonic Society in 1898, with both 
orchestral and choral members. Today we have a strong choir but no permanent 
orchestra. However, a strong nucleus of local players regularly support us in major 
concerts.  
 
Our current Musical Director, Andrew Cleary, joined us in January 2018. He aims to 
develop our singing technique and widen the repertoire of the choir. Andrew is a 
talented and versatile musician and choral specialist, with unbounded enthusiasm, 
which fits well with our aim of performing to a high standard without losing the 
enjoyment of singing that brings us all together every week.  

 
Rehearsals 
Rehearsals are held each Monday (7.30pm to 9.30pm) at the United Reformed 
Church, Osborn Rd. South. Fareham PO16 7DG.   
 
Please arrive in time to start singing at 7.30. In normal times there is a short break 
and refreshments at around 8.30pm. During the pandemic,  rehearsals run from 
7.30pm to 9pm with a very short break. Please bring a drink if you require one and 
remember to dress warmly as the doors and windows will be open for ventilation.  
 
We do not rehearse during the Chrismas break or in August. There is sometimes an 
additional rehearsal on the Thursday before a concert.  
 
It is expected that singers wishing to participate  in a concert will have attended at 
least 75% of all rehearsals and the final rehearsal on the day of the concert. 
However, the final decision about participation always rests with the Musical 
Director.  
 
We keep attendance records and it is helpful if you let your rep or the Secretary 
know if you will not be present.  
 

Our vocal introduction 
 
After a few rehearsals, everybody joining the choir is asked to meet with the MD for a 
few minutes at the end of a rehearsal to do a few basic musical exercises. This is 
very informal and designed to help you to get the most from the choir. 



 
The only people present apart from yourself will be the Musical Director and his 
assistant unless you would like a friend or your section rep to attend with you. 
 
Accompanied by the piano  you may be asked to  
 

1 Sing up and down a scale. This establishes your vocal range.  
 

2 Sing either the upper or lower of two notes, as directed, after two notes 
have been played simultaneously. 

 
3 Sing an extract from an accompanied piece of your own choice. It could be 

a hymn, a popular song or a folksong, or something more complicated if 
you wish. This shows what your voice can do when you are singing 
something that you know well. If you can supply two copies of the music 
for this it would be helpful but is not essential. 

 
4 Sing your own voice part in a short straightforward passage from 

something that was rehearsed earlier in the evening. We are not going to 
ask you to sing something that you have not sung before so don’t worry 
about sight-reading. If you happen to be a good sight-reader, that is a 
bonus.  

 
 
Very occasionally, we feel that an individual would benefit from a little more 
experience so we invite them to continue singing with us at rehearsals a while longer 
before they are ready to join us for a concert.   
 
If  you have any questions about this introduction to the choir,  please speak to the 
Musical Director, Andrew Cleary. 

 
 

Financal matters 
Subscriptions 
The subscription for each year is set at the AGM. Most members pay monthly by 
Direct Debit. The subscription for 2021-22 is £120 (£10 per month.)  Gift Aid can be 
applied to subscriptions, Please consider Gift Aid if you are an income tax payer as it 
increases our revenue. Forms to enable our treasurer to set up your direct debit and 
to take advantage of the Gift Aid Scheme can be found at the end of this pack. 
However, you can easily set up the Direct Debit yourself by using the link below and 
the Gift Aid Declaration can be downloaded from our website, the password for 
which can be sent to you in an email.  



https://pay.gocardless.com/AL000379F5ZFY2 

 
 
Fund-raising 
Although our subscriptions cover the cost of rehearsals, the additional costs of 
concerts, including venue hire and the services of professional musicians as well as 
music hire and publicity, mean that we also rely on a number of fund-raising activities 
to ensure our financial well-being. Please support our fund-raising activities, for 
example, by buying at least one raffle ticket for the termly raffle and by donating at 
least one raffle prize per year.   
 
Music 
Choir members own their own copies of Carols for Choirs 1, 2 and 5. All other music 
may be hired. You may wish to purchase your own music, in which case please 
check with Andrew which edition he intends to use. Music is sometimes available to 
buy through the choir, which can often obtain discounts depending on quantity.  
A black music folder (obtainable with the choir logo) is also needed for some 
concerts.  
 
Clothing: (details below) 
Ladies will need to purchase a blue choir scarf at a small charge. 

 
 
Concerts 
 
The choir performs at least three concerts a year, in April, October and December. In 
addition the choir often hosts a choral workshop or ‘Come and Sing’ and 
occasionally there is a summer concert. 
 
The concerts are usually held in local churches, usually, Holy Trinity, West Street or 
St Peter and St Paul, Osborn Rd.   
 

 
Preparation 
 
We are responsible for the setting up and clearing up before and after each concert.  
We have our own staging for these venues and, thanks to the experience of our 
long-serving concert manager, Jonathon Winnicott, everything usually runs very 
smoothly.  
 



However, a team of volunteers is essential to the setting up, to collect the staging 
from storage, to carry it in to the church, to assemble it and to place the seating. 
There are a few stalwarts but most people could help in some way. Please don’t 
assume that it is a ‘male’ task.  The only equipment you will need for this is a pair of 
gloves.  
 
At the end of the concert, we request that, if you are able, you assist with removing 
chairs from the staging before you leave the building.  
 
Help is also needed front of house and for refreshments, though this is better done 
by loyal friends and family of members.  
 
Tickets 
Tickets are sold on the evening at the door or in advance through the choir ‘box 
office’ and members of the choir. Advance sales are much more reassuring and we 
encourage you to try to sell at least three tickets for a concert. We are currently 
considering ways of using online booking.  
 
Concert dress 
The aim is to be smart without involving members in too much expenditure. There 
may occasionally be small variations in dress depending on the repertoire.  
 
Men 
Black dress suit with white shirt (not wing collar) 
Black bow tie 
Black shoes and socks 
 
Women 
Black long-sleeved blouse or top of your own choice. (avoid tee shirts) 
Black trousers (not jeans or jeans style)  OR ankle-length black undecorated skirt.  
Black shoes (closed toes) and black tights.   
Choir scarf, obainable for a small cost from the choir.  
Plain jewellery is fine but nothing huge, sparkling or reflective . 
 


